National Streamlined Forensic Reporting Guidance

__________________SFR Section 2 – The Toolkit__________________

National SFR Guidelines for Providers of Forensic
Science and a Practical Step Guide

Introduction:
“The Criminal Procedure Rules give courts explicit powers to actively manage the preparation of criminal cases waiting to be heard, in order to get rid of unfair and avoidable delays.”

Streamlined Forensic Reporting (SFR) has been designed to enable investigators, scientists, prosecutors and the defence to comply with the Criminal Procedure Rules (Crim.PR) in the interests of justice.

Both sections of the National SFR Guidance (Section 1 - Supporting Information and Section 2 - the SFR Toolkit) should be read in conjunction with each other; they provide practitioners in the criminal justice system with practical advice on how to progress investigations and prosecutions involving forensic science, fairly and effectively.   

This section, the SFR toolkit, provides the national guidelines for providers of forensic science and is intended as a practical guide to the SFR process.
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National SFR guidelines for providers of Forensic
Science to the Criminal Justice System

1.0 Streamlined Forensic Reporting (SFR) 
SFR produces and delivers proportional forensic evidence in accordance with the needs of each case. 

The SFR objectives are:

i) To provide a stronger basis for Stage 2 forensic reporting through compliance with Crim.PR 3.2 and 3.3, which set out the Court Case Management requirements for the early identification of the real issues. 
ii) To reduce costs and delay associated with forensic evidence where such evidence adds no value to the administration of justice.  
2.0 Criminal Procedure Rules 3.2 & 3.3 
Case Management - Early identification of real case issues

The court must further the overriding objective of the Rules by actively managing each case [CrimPR 3.2(1)]. 

The parties must actively assist the court in this without being asked [Crim.PR 3.3(1)(a)]. But at every hearing, including at trial, it is the responsibility of the magistrates or Judge to actively manage the case [Crim.PR 3.2]. 

The Transforming Summary Justice initiative took effect in May 2015 re-emphasises to Magistrates’ Courts the need to actively case manage proceedings through adherence to the Criminal Procedure Rules.  

SFR presents forensic evidence in accordance with Crim.PR 3.2(2)(e), in that it is set out in the shortest and clearest way. 

The SFR forms are designed to act as a visual prompt to the prosecution and the defence to identify issues in compliance with the Crim.PR.
In cases where a suspect has been charged, SFR key forensic information will be provided to the defence to (a) set out the findings and conclusions on which the prosecution may rely and (b) require the defence, in line with their obligations under the Crim.PR, to state whether they will take issue with those findings and conclusions.  The Defence is not required to identify a scientific or technical issue unless they have identified one. It is simply required to take instructions, state that it takes issue with the forensic conclusions and why. For example, the defendant has an alibi and no connection with the scene of the crime and as such, the DNA marks found at the scene cannot be his.
3.0 SFR Overview

3.1 The SFR1 report is a summary of the forensic evidence and is neither a statement, nor an expert’s report of a type that needs to comply with Crim. PR 19.4. It requires the Defence to comply with their duties under Crim.PR 3.3(1)(a) and 3.2(2)(a) to identify the issues in the case as early as possible.

3.2 There are only two possible responses required of the Defence when it is provided with the SFR1:

i) that the Defence respond within 14 days, or as soon as is reasonably practicable (for example at a case management hearing) , by identifying the issues, thus generating production of an SFR2 by the prosecution team, which should be in section 9 Magistrates’ Court Act format;

ii) that the defence sign (or provide written agreement that they will sign) an admission pursuant to section 10 Criminal Justice Act  that the exhibits listed were forensically examined and produced the results described therein.

All SFRs will be evaluated by the prosecution and, if relevant, placed before the court to be agreed or disagreed. Where SFR presents forensic information from a database match e.g. a drugs identification, firearms classification, fingerprint identification, or a DNA match, the report will be suitable for charging purposes and for court case management hearings. 
The SFR should use clear, succinct language that enables the parties to understand the significance of the findings. If there is more than one type of forensic evidence being used e.g. fingerprints and DNA, a separate SFR Stage 1 report should be completed for each type of evidence. SFR is a proportionate forensic evidence procedure.
The findings should be supported, where available, by good quality colour photographs as these best help explain the findings and thereby help reduce the need for further expert intervention.
3.3 Insofar as the SFR 1 is a summary of expert evidence that is served for the purposes of securing an admission (by way of Section 10 Criminal Justice Act 1967, or otherwise), it is served pursuant to Crim. PR 19.3 (1)(2) requiring that a response be served on the prosecution and court within 14 days of service by the prosecution. 

3.4 As it is not a statement, the “maker” of the SFR1 should never be warned to attend court as a witness, unless they are also the author of a SFR2 or MG11 in the case as, invariably, he or she will only be reporting the findings of the report and will not be able to testify as to the Forensic process or accuracy of the conclusions.
4.0 Suitability of forensic evidence types
4.1 Some types of forensic evidence may not be suited to a proportionate case build, e.g. where complex analysis is required to reach a conclusion; or where a new or novel forensic technique has been applied. SFR also reminds forensic providers of their duty to present forensic evidence to the courts in the shortest and clearest way and enables the parties to focus on what is in issue. 

4.2 The underlying objectives of SFR should always be considered: 
‘To reduce costs and delay associated with forensic evidence where such evidence adds no value to the administration of justice’. 
SFR forensic evidence types

Identification - SFR Stage 1

· Finger mark identifications (database & case work) 

· DNA profiles (database & case work) 

· Drugs 

· Footwear 

· Marks and Traces

· Firearms 

· Toxicology

· Digital
Evaluative / interpretation - SFR Stage 1 or SFR Stage 2

· Finger mark 

· DNA profiles 

· DNA distribution 

· Drugs 

· Footwear 

· Marks and Traces

· Firearms 

· Toxicology

· Digital

Consideration will be given to the extended use of SFR to other evidence and offence types. This will be steered by the national Board and developed by expert networks made up of forensic practitioners from both commercial and public sector forensic service providers. Consultation will also include CPS, the Forensic Science Regulator and other specialist groups. Examples will be published across the network of providers to promote consistency and proportionality.

5.0 Streamlined Forensic Reports & Guidance
5.1 The SFR forms and guidance are available to all forensic science providers as part of the Manual of Guidance (MG) series of forms. The forms are designated as SFR MG22(a) 22(b), etc.  This will standardise forensic reports / statements entering the criminal justice system. This corporate format will be more recognisable by judiciary, magistracy and legal representatives.  
5.2 Users should maintain the MG format as set out in a series of national examples. In general the body of the report can be configured to suit the evidence type and case. Guidance is provided later for each form.
5.3 Within the SFR process there are four report / statement types, each having its own MG22 form.
(a)
SFR Initial Forensic Investigation Report, used for an initial forensic strategy / MG22 (a)
(b)
SFR Stage 1 Forensic Result report / MG22 (b)

(c)
SFR Stage 2 Forensic Issues statement / MG22 (c)
(d)
SFR Crime Scene Investigation / Forensic Examination statement / MG22 (d) 

6.0 Photographs in SFR (optional to force requirements) 

Experience of SFR has shown that crime scene / exhibit photography greatly assists the courts in managing the cases and the CPS in reaching charging decisions.  Crime scene photographs accompanying the SFR report can pictorially express evidential value. 
The photographs assist the interpretation of why the SFR forensic information is important and relevant. In moveable object cases photography is used to demonstrate not only the forensic link to the exhibit but also the relationship of the exhibit to the scene.  Photographs allow CPS to see the strength of the evidence in a pictorial way. It also helps both the Prosecution and Defence experts to formulate opinion evidence.

Disclosing the SFR with the relevant photographs puts the Defence in a more informed position by allowing them to see the strength of the forensic evidence at the earliest opportunity. This ensures that the appropriate plea can be entered and that the defendant receives the appropriate sentence discount on an early guilty plea.
Courts / Juries
Crime Scene photographs showing the relevance and positioning of the SFR evidence at the crime scene assists in allowing the courts and juries to visualize the forensic evidence and enables that evidence to be presented in a short and clear way. 
Photographs can assist the judge or magistrate to decide on the most appropriate sentence.
​​​​​​​
7.0 SFR Initial Forensic Investigation Report / MG22 (a)

7.1 An Initial Forensic Investigation Report can be used when there is a request for an initial assessment of scenes or forensic exhibits that may help an enquiry, interview or strategy. This can be a request from an investigating officer to establish a course of events or present initial scientific findings. It may also result in no further forensic work being undertaken. It is not intended as evidence, but will be available for disclosure purposes as required. These 
findings are based on the information available at the time. Further work and interpretation may be performed in context with additional findings or accounts.
7.2 Information can be transferred from an Initial Forensic Investigation Report onto the SFR evidence forms if required at a later date.  It is essential to avoid delays that clear target dates are agreed. 

7.3 MG22 (a) Form


7.4
MG22 (a) Guidance
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8.0 SFR Stage 1 Forensic Result report / MG22 (b)

8.1 This form is used to report key forensic information or a result from the initial analysis / comparison / data or database hits. It will prompt case management discussion and protect forensic scientists and specialists from being required to attend court when they have not completed analysis beyond the initial requirement of the SFR report. 
8.2 The Stage 1 report is the key case management tool to ensure effective forensic case management as set out in Sect 3.0
8.3 The person who makes this report need not be the person who would provide an additional statement (e.g. involving expert opinion) on the same matter, if later required.
Note: As it is not a statement, the “maker” of the SFR1 should never be warned to attend court as a witness, unless they are also the author of a SFR2 or MG11 in the case as, invariably, he or she will only be reporting the findings of the report and will not be able to testify as to the Forensic process or accuracy of the conclusions.

8.4 The content of the SFR 1 will vary with circumstances but it may    contain:


(a)
Results obtained in one, or more, relevant examination;


(b)
A comparison of those relevant results; and/or


(c)
The result of the comparison or analysis.

8.5 The report will not contain significant amounts of interpretation of the results but may include conclusions as to whether two sets of results “match”.

8.6 SFR Stage 1 / Page 2 - Status of other exhibits relating to the case:
The SFR Stage 1 incorporates a separate section informing prosecution and defence of the status of other related exhibits. It may be that certain exhibits have not been examined at that stage. It is designed to give balanced view of other related evidence type exhibits considered in developing the forensic strategy. Additional information regarding examinations may also be referred to in this section.
Note: SFR forms do not deal with disclosure (by way of unused material) responsibilities. Unused material relevant to the investigation must be revealed to the police through completion of the MG21 form, or equivalent. 

8.7 MG22 (b) Form

8.8
MG22 (b) Guidance
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9.0 SFR Stage 2 Report Forensic Issues report / MG22 (c)

9.1 The SFR Stage 2 report is used to provide further evidence on identified and/or disputed forensic issues emanating from the Stage 1 court case management process. Stage 2 forensic evidence provides stronger and relevant forensic evidence to address the specific case issues that have been raised.
9.2 The SFR2 presents further forensic information in a Section 9 format that is relevant and specific to the case issues identified through the Court case management process.

Note: The SFR Stage 2 report is not defined as a full evaluative statement but is specific to dealing with real case issues. In complex cases this specific evidence may presently be more suitable to provide by way of a statement (MG11). See Section 5.0
9.3 MG22 (c) Form

9.4
MG22 (c) Guidance
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10.0 SFR Crime Scene Investigation / Forensic Examination statement / MG22 (d)

10.1 This is an abridged Crime Scene Investigation or Forensic Examination statement providing the information relating to the forensic results in the SFR Stage 1 process. This is in statement form and can be disclosed if it contains important contextual information, which helps to clarify the issues in the case. This statement could be used to report a range of examinations including for example crime scene investigation, fingerprint enhancement or digital examinations.

10.2 A Crime Scene / Forensic Examiner’s streamlined section 9 statement deals only with the exhibit quoted in the SFR Stage 1. Contemporaneous notes are additionally provided as part of disclosure.  
10.3 Photographs may be utilised within the body of the statement to illustrate findings or provide further evidence.
10.4 MG22 (d) Form

10.4
MG22 (d) Guidance
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11.0 Full evaluative statements

11.1 Within the SFR process there may be occasions when a full evaluative statement is still required. Currently this would be provided by way of an MG11. In time in anticipated that SFR will be adapted to suit the provision of these statements.
12.0 SFR Practical Step Guide

12.1 Prosecution & Defence (explanation)

SFR allows the prosecution to inform the Defence of forensic evidence in such a way as to enable them to comply with their obligations under the Criminal Procedure Rules and address issues [Crim.PR 3.2(2)(a) and (g)]. In this way, forensic issues are identified early and the need for forensic witnesses to attend court unnecessarily is reduced. The intention is to take to trial only the issues that are in dispute. What this achieves, in practice, is to minimise issues based on alleged technicalities being identified just before or at trial. 
12.2 SFR helps prompt earlier guilty pleas and can strengthen the prosecution or defence case by ensuring that any further evaluative / interpretation evidence is purpose-built and adds value by dealing with the specific needs of the case. 
12.3 A key aim of SFR is to establish if the defence agree or dispute the forensic information in the SFR Stage 1 report. If agreed, it is admissible but if it is not agreed then the defence should state the contested issue(s) (Crim.PR 3.2 & 3.3). The intention of the SFR Stage 1 report is that its findings and conclusions are agreed in accordance with Section 10 Criminal Justice Act 1967.

Step Guide Index
Step One:
SFR Stage 1 Report completion instructions
Step Two:
SFR pre-charge phase

Step Three:
Charging decisions and the Initial Details (formerly Advanced Information)

Step Four:
Magistrates’ Court hearings

Step Five:
Crown Court and case hearings 

Step Six:
Mention Hearings (when appropriate)
Step Seven:
SFR Stage 2 (contested forensic issues)

SFR process flowchart  
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Step One: 

SFR Stage 1 Report completion instructions 
· A separate SFR Stage 1 report is completed for each suspect, even if there is more than one suspect identified for the same crime.

· Each type of forensic evidence is recorded on a separate  SFR Stage 1 report 
· National evidence type examples are available for guidance

· The structure of the MG Form series must not be altered to suit local practice. The body of the report is designed to allow for the flexible reporting of various evidence types.

· SFR Stage 1 makes forensic information succinct in line with CrimPR 3.2(e) and ensures that the forensic evidence, whether disputed or not, is presented in the shortest and clearest way.

· Avoid overcomplicating SFR with too many exhibits e.g. firearms - consider one firearm classification per SFR (this allows the defence to agree one SFR and challenge another if necessary).
· There is no requirement to include for example: continuity, packaging condition, seal numbers, detailed technical explanations or examination notes, qualifications or other general information that is generally known or is available from forensic providers.
· Avoid elaborate forensic information which makes it more difficult for parties to understand. More analytical information should only be provided once the real issue has been identified and that information is relevant to addressing that issue as identified by the Defence. 
· Complex or novel forensic evidence may not be suitable for SFR 1 or a SFR2, in which case a full evaluative statement will be needed.   
Step Two: 

SFR pre-charge phase
· SFR information is sufficient for the pre-charge phase of the investigation. 

· The SFR Stage 1 report can be provided with a crime scene / forensic examiner’s report and statement (MG22(d)). Some forces use crime scene photography (which is optional to the SFR process) and include this with the above reports. This gives the investigator the information to conduct enquiries or interview suspects.

· SFR Stage 1 - Despatched to police investigators in accordance with force instructions. Wherever possible this should be made available before the suspect’s interview.
· Suspect interview for forensic investigations (See NPIA ODIS Optimising Detections in Science - 2011) 
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Step Three: 
Charging decisions and service of Initial Details of the Prosecution Case (IDPC) 
· For the CPS at the charging stage, SFR gives relevant information in a short unambiguous report. SFR 1 is sufficient for charging purposes. 

Where the forensic evidence proves the charged person’s involvement in an offence, SFR 1 should always be included with the Initial Details of Prosecution Case (IDPC).
In order to ensure that the defence appreciate the significance of the findings it is helpful if the prosecutor also prepares and serves  a set of proposed agreed facts based on the SFR which will explain what the prosecution want to present and the way in which they are intending to present it.  This can form the basis of a section 10 admission. 
Guidance: CPS Defence letter template / Crim.PR 3.3 obligations

Pre-empt possible issues by sending a copy to defence asking for agreement or identification of issues ahead of the hearing (CrimPR 3.3) 


[image: image11.emf]Defence Letter  Template.doc


Guidance: Electronic Transmission
For CPS during the case building process, SFR is designed for electronic transmission. 

Step Four: 
Magistrates’ Court hearings
Transforming Summary Justice at first hearing

Magistrates

SFR Stage 1 is used by the magistrate at first hearings in anticipated Not Guilty plea cases (NGAP) to establish if the defence agree or dispute the forensic information contained within the SFR Stage 1 report (CrimPR 3.2). This enables only contested issues to be taken to trial (see also SFR Stage 2).  

Prosecution / Defence 
Both parties have an obligation under CrimPR 3.3 to ensure they actively assist the court in fulfilling its obligation under Rule 3.2 with or without direction. 

If agreed orally, it is admissible by way of section 10 admission, but prosecutors should ensure, for the avoidance of doubt, that this admission is reduced to writing.

If it is not agreed then the defence should state their contested issue(s) (Crim.PR 3.2 & 3.3). This does not need to be a scientific or technical issue, simply the reasons that the defendant cannot accept the conclusions of the SFR 1.  The purpose is to avoid the potential for late reports and forensic witnesses being called to court unnecessarily, by securing an agreed SFR recorded in accordance with Section 10 CJA 1967.

Step Five: 

Crown Court hearings
Where a case involves SFR Stage 1 forensic evidence, it is sufficient for all court case management hearings including:

· Plea and Trial Preparation hearings

· Further Case Management Hearings
It is vital that prosecutors address SFR1 as early as possible in Crown Court proceedings, preferably prior to the Plea and Trial Preparation Hearing in the Crown Court. This will ensure that the Defence responds to the SFR 1 in a timely fashion, so that issues can be addressed well in advance of any trial.
The judge should make directions for issues to be addressed in a SFR2 at the Plea and Trial Preparation Hearing so it is helpful if prosecutors know in advance what the issues are likely to be in order that they can have realistic dates against which the judge can set those directions. In certain complex cases the prosecution may choose to provide that Stage 2 report as part of a full evaluative statement.
If SFR is not agreed and there is a requirement for further forensic work, it is requested by the CPS, normally via the investigating officer. Local procedures should be agreed and followed in each case. Due consideration should be given to the indicated turnaround times on Page 1 of the SFR1.
Case Management Hearings - Addressing the SFR 
When the SFR Stage 1 report is entered in a pre-trial hearing, the form becomes a court case management tool. SFR has been specifically designed to meet the expectations of court case management in reference to the Criminal Procedure Rules.

Agreeing the SFR Stage 1 report with defence is important to establish a forensic link with the defendant. This agreement may negate the need for further unnecessary forensic evidence and the associated delays to the court process. 

Prosecution should always try to establish why the defence have agreed the link as if there is an innocent reason for that link, this may be a live issue at trial that needs to be addressed in advance of that trial. 
Engaging defendants in the SFR process enables them to participate and comment on forensic evidence much earlier in the process [Crim.PR 3.2(2) (g)]. In this way, the forensic elements of the case can be tested, reviewed and any cases where the evidence is insufficient can be taken out of the system as quickly as possible, thus alleviating stress to victims, witnesses and defendants.

Not engaging with the defence will invariably result in forensic evidence being prepared by the prosecution team second-guessing what the defence account might be. This not only causes delays in the court process and wastes costly forensic resources but also potentially takes uncontested issues and witnesses to trial. 

Where the SFR Stage 1 report is admitted in accordance with Section 10, CJA 1967, no further forensic evidence is required. It is possible that only the forensic evidence is accepted and the trial will go ahead on some other matter. Alternatively, there may be other forensic evidence in the case that requires further work e.g. fingerprint evidence was accepted but not the footwear evidence. In this case, SFR Stage 2 forensic evidence may be required.  

The SFR Stage 1 report incorporates an indication of the approximate time the forensic science provider expects to complete the forensic analysis required for completion of the SFR Stage 2 report [Crim.PR 3.2(2) (c)]. This allows the judge or magistrate a realistic time to set a trial date. Early case preparation is likely to result in timetables for trial being set much earlier in the trial process. It is increasingly important that this information is included, so as to keep the court fully informed.
Step Six: 

Further Case Management Hearings (as appropriate)
After the Plea and Trial Preparation Hearing there will be no further case management hearing unless the case falls within the complex category of cases set out in the Criminal Practice Direction or the court so directs in order to further the overriding objective. Therefore it is essential to ensure that the court provides clear directions, for example, requiring a defence expert to work with the prosecution expert ahead of the trial, in compliance with Crim.PR 19. In fingerprint, DNA or firearm SFR cases, where the defence disputes the initial SFR report, the process of requiring two experts to work together should take place as soon as the contested issue is established.  In this way, both experts can be engaged quickly with issues either agreeing their conclusions, or specifying the contested issue(s) to be determined at trial.  
If, however, a party fails to comply with a case management direction for example where the defence ignore requests or refuse to address the SFR Stage 1 report, or maintain that the prosecution is put to strict proof; then they can be required to attend the court to explain that failure. 
Step Seven: 
SFR Stage 2 (contested forensic issues)

The SFR process is a proportionate case build process that responds to the emerging case issues. Any known issues are addressed in SFR Stage 2 (forensic issues) evidence.

Contested forensic issues will be notified to the forensic service provider in accordance with force operating instructions quoting the date when the evidence is required. Evidence should be prepared in a timeframe that allows the appropriate time to serve on the defence. 

The Defence Statement, served in response to the prosecution’s primary disclosure of unused material, may also contain information on whether further forensic evidence is required. However, it is vital that the parties seek to address forensic issues well in advance of receipt of the Defence Statement as not to do so could result in delays to the trial.
Note: It is possible that the Defence may agree the SFR Stage 1 information (e.g. a. DNA match) but the contested issue to be addressed might be the relevance or interpretation placed on the SFR.  
� Ministry of Justice website � HYPERLINK "http://www.justice.gov.uk/courts/procedure-rules/criminal" ��http://www.justice.gov.uk/courts/procedure-rules/criminal� 
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Streamlined Forensic   (Evidence type)  Report   SFR Stage 1 Forensic Result  Barcode    Relates to                  Ref No:                           Location / Venue                  Custody  /  URN                      Date of Offence                  Forensic  Case  Ref :                      Crime No:                     Forensic  Lab  Ref:                      Examiner/Officer/   Scientist   (delete  as appropriate)                  Report  No:                     Other Ref:                      Case management  –   To the court and to the defence:   The   prosecution propose to rely on the forensic evidence contained in  this SFR and if there is a trial, to adduce it by way of a s10 CJA 1967 admission to the  general effect that the exhibit( s )  listed we re  forensically examined and the  examination produced the result( s )  described. Therefore should there be a real issue in relation to  the forensic evidence below, such that the admission cannot be made, the prosecution ask that the defence identify the  issu e  ( Crim.PR.3.3 and Crim.PR 19 .3(2)).   If this report co ntains expert evidence, then, in  accordance with CPR 19 .3(2), the defence is required to serve a response to this  report as soon as practicable, and in any event  not more than 14 days after service  of t he report setting out which, if any of the  conclusions in this report are admitted as fact, and where a conclusion is not admitted what are the disputed issues concerning that  conclusion.     This SFR is  not  a witness statement to which the provisions of s9 C JA 1967 and Crim.PR 16  apply, nor is it an expert’s report to  wh ich the provisions of Crim. PR 19 .4 apply, its purpose being to introduce any expert evidence contained therein as admitted fact .  If this  SFR contains expert opinion, it is a summary of that o pinio n served pursuant to Crim. PR 19 .3(1)   SFRs assist courts to fulfil their duty to actively manage the case (Crim.PR 3.1) by ensuring that evidence is presented in the  shortest and clearest way and by facilitating the early identification of the real is sues. (Crim . PR 3.2). Each party must actively assist  the court in fulfilling its duty (Crim . PR 3.3).   Summary of  Forensic  Evidence:   (e.g. this report relates to a match  following  searching the National DNA Database)     Exhibit (s)  Examined      R esults /  F indin gs                    Evidence Type  Supporting /  Technical Information:  (e.g. estimated probability of DNA match information)             General evidence type technical information is available from the Forensic Service Provider   Report provided by                  Provider/Force/Unit                      Role/ Registration  No:                       Date  of   Report :                      Important CPS:     Where real issue(s) are identified and if additional forensic  work is necessary, pl ease notify the  agreed  Force contact in  writing, listing the  issue (s)  to be further addressed.    Forensic  Contact   Details:                        Police / Courts    Further   (evidence type)     will normally take   XX   working days to produce from receipt of request    
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  Streamlined Foren sic  (Evidence type)  Report     SFR  Stage 1 Forensic Result  Barcode      STATUS OF  (Evidence type)   RELATED  EXHIBITS      Relates to                     Ref No:                           Location / Venue                     Custody /  URN                      Date of Offence                     Forensic Case  Ref:                      Crime No:                     Forensic Lab  Ref:                      Examiner/Officer/   Scientist                     Report  No:                     Other Ref:                       Additional information /    Evidence Type Technical Information:      Please note these exhibits relate only to other  XX  exhibits submitted for examination at the same time as those shown  in the SFR results and findings set out on Page 1     The pr osecution will not ordinarily undertake further forensic analysis unless and until the exact issue that such  analysis needs to address has been identified; and only if, in light of that issue, it is appropriate that the next stage of  analysis should be und ertaken by a prosecution rather than a defence expert. If appropriate a direction under Crim . PR  3.5(2)(h) as to the order in which the expert issues should be determined may be sought.   Exhibit s  S tatus                                                                  NB  -   ( person reporting )   does not accept responsibility for the sensitivity or otherwise of this  material.    


























MG22(b) SFR PAGE 2 – STAGE 1 FORENSIC RESULT




The purpose of this form is:



 Provide a summary of forensic findings in a case that can be served on the defence in the advance information to establish if those findings are accepted or in dispute. Ideally 1 Suspect per Stage 1 Report.



This Stage 1 Report should enable early case management and help define whether further forensic work is required.



The outcomes of early case management should be either Sect 10 agreement or clearly documented issue(s) to be addressed by the expert witness or other forensic practitioners



This report will usually be used to deliver expert findings and can be tailored to suit particular evidence types



With the exception of the body of the report * the overall structure of the form should not be reformatted











Mandated editable fields are in Blue text. Examples to guide authors are in Red text. 



Final versions should all be in Black text.







Forensic Service Providers will tailor this field to suit the evidence type e.g. “Streamlined Forensic Drugs Report”







Forensic Service Providers (FSPs) will tailor this field to suit the evidence type e.g. “Streamlined Forensic Drugs Report”







Stage 1 Reports do not need to include standard technical and procedural information. Where required this can be provided separately







FSPs should enter details of specific supporting legislation, statistical information, sentencing guidelines or other non standard information  







In most cases the Forensic Contact details will be the Force Forensics Team. This is to ensure case management and commissioning procedures are followed 







The turnaround times for further work should take into consideration the total time required from CPS request to production







* The body of the report can be formatted and tabulated to suit the needs of the case or evidence type. Multiple pages can be used if required. Images of scenes, exhibits or subjects can be added to improve the information provided. e.g. images of a weapon







The Author should add their name to this field confirming this is not a disclosure index







Additional information should be included where appropriate to ensure the defence are sighted on the extent of the work conducted e.g. that there are outstanding or unexamined finger marks on the same exhibits that resulted in the fingerprint identification reported on Page 1







* The status report section can be formatted to suit the needs of the case or evidence type. Multiple pages can be used if required. 







FSPs will tailor this field to suit the evidence type. The terminology used will where possible follow any relevant national guidance or agreements through expert networks.



.







FSPs will tailor this field to suit the evidence type e.g. “Streamlined Forensic Drugs Report”







The purpose of Page 2 is:



Provide a status report of other same evidence type exhibits submitted for examination at the same time as those shown on Page 1



Page 2 is designed to inform lawyers and defence examiners about the extent of the work carried out in that aspect of the forensic enquiry to assist with decision making and defence examination.



Page 2 is not a disclosure index
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Page
1  of  2



		Streamlined Forensic Reporting (SFR)


Crime Scene Investigation / Forensic Examination Statement

		Barcode

		



		Scene Location / Venue / Vehicle

		       

		Ref No:

		       



		Date of Offence

		       

		URN No:

		       



		Date of Report

		       

		Forensic Case Ref:

		       



		Crime No:

		       

		Forensic Lab Ref:

		       



		Examiner/Officer/


Scientist

		       

		Examiner Report No:

		       

		Other Ref:

		       



		Criminal Procedure Rules, r 16. 2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9

Statement of:      


This statement (consisting of       pages signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated anything in it which I know to be false, or that I do not believe to be true.


Qualifications and experience


     



		CRIME SCENE / EXHIBIT DESCRIPTION



		     





		CRIME SCENE EXHIBIT(s)



		     





		DETAILS OF CRIME SCENE FORENSIC INVESTIGATION






		     





		CRIME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHY






		Insert photograph(s) in statement and add description / Delete if not applicable






		



		Insert photograph(s) in statement and add description / Delete if not applicable



		



		Name



		       

		Role

		       





                             Signature     ………………………………………………..         Date     ………………………..
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THE STREAMLINED FORENSIC REPORTING PROCESS FLOWCHART


[image: image1]

Investigative Process



Exhibits submitted for forensic analyses. Results/outcomes reported in one of the following.











IMPORTANT: The SFR Stage 1 Forensic Result Report (MG22b) is a tool for enabling compliance with Criminal Procedure Rules 3.2 and 3.3 by either eliciting an admission from the defence in relation to the content of the Report (Criminal Justice Act 1967, s10) or causing them to identify an issue concerning that content thereby initiating the completion of an SFR Stage 2 Forensic Issues Report MG22(c).  The MG22 (c) response is provided by the most appropriate person to address the specified issue (defence/prosecution)







THE COURT CASE MANAGEMENT PROCESS







MAGISTRATES’ COURT / FIRST HEARING 



SFR kdfee











No plea or “Not Guilty” plea



SFR 1 (MG22b) to be addressed















“Guilty” plea







No further forensic work required







Sent to Crown Court











Plea and Trial Preparation Hearing / Further Case Management Hearing



SFR1 (MG22b) to be addressed



















Trial







NOTE: 



SFR Stage 1 report is not a witness statement. The prosecution should seek to have its contents agreed by way of admission











SFR1 agreed but other forensic issues identified 



OR SFR1 not agreed











Crim.PR 3.2(2)(a) & 3.3(a):



 Defence identify issues for Prosecution to address.











Police Forensic Services / Forensic Science Providers deliver 



MG22c or MG22d admissible evidence 











CPS Review:



SFR 1 (MG22b) to be addressed with Defence







MG22(c) SFR Stage 2 (issues)



Response to identified  issues relating to SFR Stage 1 but also used for evaluative or contextual evidence.  Provided as admissible evidence















MG22(a) SFR



 Initial Forensic Investigation Report



To assist lines of enquiry / strategy/disclosure



Not to be used evidentially unless converted into MG22b, MG22c or MG22d











MG22 (b) SFR Stage 1 Forensic Result Report 







Forensic result for charging purposes and all pre-trial hearings.



Not  for use at trial.











MG22(d) CSI / Forensic Examination Statement



Used for continuity of crime  scene exhibits in the SFR process. 



Can also be used for evaluative or contextual evidence.



Provided  as admissible evidence
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ODIS Disclosure v0.3,  © NPIA (National Policing Improvement Agency) 2011 


Advice relating to Pre-


Interview Briefing with a 


Suspect’s Legal Adviser  


This document contains information about 


preparing for the pre-interview briefing of 
a suspect’s Legal Adviser when forensic 


investigative material forms part of the 
interview process within a Volume and 
Priority Investigation.   


• Officers are under NO legal 
obligation to disclose forensic 


investigative material before a 
suspect interview and officers 


have the right to decide how 
much information is disclosed at 
this stage. 


• If a charge is brought, the CPS 
decides what documents are 


disclosed to the defence. 


• The effect of unplanned pre-
interview briefing with a Legal 


Adviser may have an adverse 
affect upon the subsequent 


interview(s) and investigation. 


ODIS  
Optimising Detections In Science 







   


ODIS Disclosure v0.3,  © NPIA (National Policing Improvement Agency) 2011 


Planning the Interview 


and the Pre-interview 


Briefing 


Usually, the interviewer will prefer to hear 


what the suspect has to say about the 
allegation before giving detailed disclosure 
of the forensic investigative material. 


They will often outline to the suspect the 
offence alleged, and ask the suspect to 


respond to the allegation / give an 
account for their movements at the time 
of the offence, and then disclose later in 


the interview any incriminating material, 
including DNA, fingerprints, footwear 


intelligence or any other forensic material.  


A legal representative acting for a suspect 
has a duty to ensure their client is 


properly advised before the interview 
commences. In order to fulfil this duty, 


the Legal Adviser must be provided with 
some details concerning the offence 
alleged. 


Careful consideration needs to be given as 
to what forensic investigative material 


should be revealed and when.  If the 
police, before the interview, do not give 
the Legal Adviser this information, they 


are likely to advise their client not to 
answer questions. A court may draw 


inferences from a defendant’s failure or 
refusal to answer questions during 
interview, but not if it believes the failure 


or refusal was reasonable. 


It is therefore in the interest of all parties 


concerned for some information to be 
revealed to the suspect and their legal 


adviser before the interview.  


Each situation is different and should 
be judged on its merits when preparing 


for each interview, taking into account the 
benefits to the investigation. Officers 


should keep control of the interview 
process by asking themselves the 
following questions: 


• What to reveal? 


• Why are they revealing the 


material? 


• What are they not revealing? 


• Why are they not revealing certain 


material? 


• How to respond to challenges by 


the Legal Adviser. 


Premature reference to forensic 
investigative material before an interview 


may provide the ‘guilty’ suspect with an 
opportunity to fabricate an explanation to 


support a claim of lawful access or to give 
a false account to explain the reasons why 
the material exists.  


Innocent suspects should have nothing to 
fear from material not being revealed, 


provided they are aware of what is alleged 
against them. Indeed there will be 
occasions when it is to the advantage of 


the innocent person to be allowed to 
provide a full and uncontaminated account 


without knowledge of some of the 
material. Their innocence may become 


clear to the investigators at an earlier 
stage of the investigation. Equally, guilty 
suspects may wish to give a full, honest 


and uncontaminated account of what 
occurred because they wish to obtain 


maximum credit in any later proceedings.  


This decision-making process shows not 
only the need for planning for the actual 


interview itself but also preparing for the 
consultation with the legal adviser. 


Officers should make their decisions in the 
full knowledge of possible consequences 
e.g. the intervention by a Legal Adviser 


when ‘new’ material is introduced or 
questions raised by the court as to the 


rationale behind the officer’s decision.  


Recording Information 


Officers should record (on form 


MG6A): 


• The details of the information 


disclosed 


• The stage at which this information 
was disclosed 







   


ODIS Disclosure v0.3,  © NPIA (National Policing Improvement Agency) 2011 


• Any questions and comments made 
by the legal adviser together with 


the officer’s responses. 


Interviewers should be aware of their own 


force policy with regard to the format in 
which the pre-interview briefing with a 
Legal Adviser is to be conducted e.g. 


verbal, written or audio / visual recording. 


When pressed by the legal adviser for 


further material to be revealed before an 
initial interview, the officer could well say 
something similar to, “we have given 


what we consider to be the fullest 
appropriate information at this stage, 


and we wish to give your client the 
opportunity of giving their account of 
this incident”. 


Remember:  


Police must use the disclosure of forensic 


evidence in an ethical manner. 


Officers should not attempt to mislead 
Legal Advisers or suspects by implying 


that the suspect has left forensic evidence 
at a scene or on recovered items when 


they have not. This would be unfair to the 
suspect and highly likely to be deemed 
unlawful. The court would rule evidence 


gained by such deception inadmissible. 


It is entirely the decision of the 


interviewer as to what material is 
revealed and when this should take 
place.  


 


Further Information relating to this 


subject can be found: 


• ACPO / NPIA - Practical Guide to 
Investigative Interviewing 


• ACPO / NPIA - Practice Advice On 
Dealing with Legal Advisers (2006)   


• ACPO / NPIA – Practice Advice On 
Rights to Silence (2006) 
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Example 1,


Dear Sir/Madam


Re: Crown-v- ………… Crown Court 


I am writing with regard to the above matter that is listed for a Plea and Case Management Hearing at ……….. Crown Court.


The Prosecution has served you with the Stage 1 Streamlined Forensic Report.


In accordance with the Criminal Procedure Rules, which seek to ensure that the court determines only the issues that are in dispute, I am writing to ascertain whether any of the forensic evidence can be agreed pursuant to section 10 Criminal Justice Act 1967. 


If you wish to dispute the forensic evidence that has been served, in compliance with the requirements of CrPR Rule 3.2(2)(a), please can you contact this office and identify the real issues so that measures can be taken to permit any expert you may instruct to consider the forensic material. 


In the absence of a response within 14 days, steps will be taken to have the case listed for the court to case manage the issues in order to ensure that the trial is proportionate to the issues that require determination.
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MG22(d) SFR – CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION / FORENSIC EXAMINATION STATEMENT

[image: image1.emf]                                Signature      ………………………………………………..          Date      ………………………..  


12 /201 5  


Streamlined Forensic Reporting  (SFR)   Crime Scene Investigation  / Forensic  Examination  Statement    Barcode    Scene  Location /  Venue  / Vehicle                     Ref No:                      Date of Offence                     URN No :                      Date of Report                     Forensic  Case  Ref :                      Crime No :                     Forensic  Lab Ref:                      Examiner/Officer/   Scientist                     Examiner  Report No:                     Other  Ref:                        Criminal Procedure Rules, r 16 . 2; C riminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9     Statement of:                      This statement (consisting of                    pages   signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I m ake it knowing that, if it  is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated anything in it which I know to be false, or that I do not  believe to be true.   Qualifications and experience                    CRIME SCENE  / EX HIBIT  DESCRIPTION                                    CRIME SCENE EXHIBIT(s)                                    DETAILS OF  CRIME SCENE FORENSIC  INVESTIGATION                                           






















The purpose of this form is:



To standardise the delivery of Crime Scene Investigation / Forensic Examination statements of evidence e.g. fingerprint enhancement



To incorporate within the report images and other data to provide context and improved evidence presentation







Authors could be Crime Scene Investigators or other forensic practitioners involved in the case e.g. Fingerprint Enhancement or DNA Recovery officers







Section 9 Format







Insert a description of the crime scene and / or exhibit. This can be summarised or provided in detail to suit the case.







Insert exhibit details to suit the case. This may be just those that led to the findings on the MG22(b) or a full list to suit the case.







This is the main body of the statement. It can be formatted by the author to suit the case. This section should be utlised for the type of information normally provided in a MG11.



Images can be included and the MG22(d) template includes space for images on Page 2. Multiple pages can be used to suit the case.







* The body of the report can be formatted and tabulated to suit the needs of the case. Multiple pages can be used if required. Images of scenes, exhibits or subjects can be added to improve the information provided. e.g. images of footwear uppers and sole patterns
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 OFFICIAL (when complete) 
 MG22 (c) SFR2












Page
1  of  2 



		Streamlined Forensic (Evidence type) Report

SFR Stage 2 - Forensic Issues

		Barcode

		



		Relates to

		       

		Ref No:    

		       



		Location / Venue

		       

		Custody / URN

		       



		Date of Offence

		       

		Forensic Case Ref:

		       



		Crime No:

		       

		Forensic Lab Ref:

		       



		Examiner/Officer/


Scientist

		       

		Report No:

		       

		Other Ref:

		       



		Criminal Procedure Rules, r 16. 2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9

Statement of:      

This report (consisting of       pages signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated anything in it which I know to be false, or that I do not believe to be true.


Insofar as this statement contains expert opinion evidence I believe that its contents also reflect my obligations to include any relevant matter required by Crim. PR 19.4. I understand and expect that Crim. PR 19.6ll apply, should another party disagree with my conclusions.



		FORENSIC RESPONSE TO PROSECUTION / DEFENCE SFR STAGE 1, ISSUES



		1.

		(state issue and respond below)



		2.

		(state issue and respond below)



		3.

		(state issue and respond below)



		4.

		(state issue and respond below)



		Qualifications, Experience and relevant Accreditation

       





		Additional Case information

(Explanatory Note: in completing this section, the maker of the statement should include any relevant matter required by Crim.PR.19.4(b)-(e)(h))


       





		Case issues / Stage 2 response


(Explanatory Note: In expressing any conclusions, the maker of the statement should (where applicable) have regard to the provisions of Crim.PR 19.4 (f)(g)(i)(j) and Criminal Practice Direction 33A.5: Factors to be taken into account in determining the reliability of Expert Evidence)


       





		Role/Registration No: 

		     

		Provider/Force/Unit

		       





		Streamlined Forensic (Evidence type) Report


SFR Stage 2 - Forensic Issues

		Barcode

		



		Relates to

		       

		Ref No:    

		       



		Location / Venue

		       

		Custody / URN

		       



		Date of Offence

		       

		Forensic Case Ref:

		       



		Crime No:

		       

		Forensic Lab Ref:

		       



		Examiner/Officer/


Scientist

		       

		Report No:

		       

		Other Ref:

		       



		Case issues / Stage 2 response Continued

       





		Role/Registration No: 

		     

		Provider/Force/Unit

		       





PAGE  

                               Signature     ………………………………………………..         Date     ………………………..
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MG22(a) SFR – INITIAL FORENSIC INVESTIGATION / EXAMINATION REPORT

[image: image1.emf]                      Page   1   of   1     OFFICIAL   (when   complete)    


12 /201 5  


  Streamlined Forensic Report  (SFR)  Barcode      INITIAL FORENSIC INVESTIGATION  / EXAMINATION  REPORT      Relates to                     Ref No:                           Location / Venue                     URN  No:                      Date of Offence                     Forensic Case  Ref:                      Crime No:                     Forensic Lab  Ref:                      Examiner/Officer/   Scientist  (delete  as appropriate)                     Report  No:                     Other Ref:                      To the Investigator   -   NPCC  CJ has approved the SFR process     The  SFR  process requires a proportional approach to crime investigation.    The forensic information  contained in this report is based on the information provided at the time a nd initial findings and / or  assessment of a crime scene and exhibit(s). It is provided to the police investigator to support a line of  enquiry and / or establish if there is evidential value in proceeding with the forensic information.       Should further fo rensic analysis or comparison be required in this case, the investigator must contact the  relevant  Force Forensic Department with their requirements  in accordance with  standard  force  operating  procedures.       This forensic informat ion is not intended as evidence   (INSERT SUBJECT MATTER)  REPORT     Information / Initial Findings / Result /Strategy                                                            Report provided by                  Provider/Force/Unit                      Signature                     Date  of    Report :                       




* The body of the report can be formatted and tabulated to suit the needs of the case. Multiple pages can be used if required. Images of scenes, exhibits or subjects can be added to improve the information provided. e.g. images of footwear uppers and sole patterns







The purpose of this form is:



To provide a report outlining initial findings from a forensic investigation of crime scenes or items



To inform the preparation of subsequent forensic and examination strategies



To advise Investigating Officers in the preparation of investigative and interview strategy



With the exception of the body of the report * the overall structure of the form should not be reformatted







Authors can edit this field to suit the case. e.g.  “Provides the screening results of scene footwear mark(s) recovered from above location compared with footwear relating to the following suspect”







Authors can edit this field to suit the case. Standard terms can be used e.g.



“Footwear Screening 



Report” or “Crime Scene Investigation Report”







Authors should ensure that Investigating Officers are clear that this report details initial findings that would not normally by reported in court







MG22(a) can be used by all Forensic practitioners







Mandated editable fields are in Blue text. Examples to guide authors are in Red text. 



Final versions should all be in Black text.
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 OFFICIAL (when complete) 
  MG22 (b) SFR1












Page
1  of  2 



		Streamlined Forensic (Evidence type) Report

SFR Stage 1 Forensic Result

		Barcode

		



		Relates to

		     

		Ref No:    

		       



		Location / Venue

		     

		Custody / URN

		       



		Date of Offence

		     

		Forensic Case Ref:

		       



		Crime No:

		       

		Forensic Lab Ref:

		       



		Examiner/Officer/


Scientist (delete as appropriate)

		     

		Report No:

		       

		Other Ref:

		       





		Case management – To the court and to the defence:  The prosecution propose to rely on the forensic evidence contained in this SFR and if there is a trial, to adduce it by way of a s10 CJA 1967 admission to the general effect that the exhibit(s) listed were forensically examined and the examination produced the result(s) described. Therefore should there be a real issue in relation to the forensic evidence below, such that the admission cannot be made, the prosecution ask that the defence identify the issue (Crim.PR.3.3 and Crim.PR 19.3(2)).

If this report contains expert evidence, then, in accordance with CPR 19.3(2), the defence is required to serve a response to this report as soon as practicable, and in any event not more than 14 days after service of the report setting out which, if any of the conclusions in this report are admitted as fact, and where a conclusion is not admitted what are the disputed issues concerning that conclusion. 


This SFR is not a witness statement to which the provisions of s9 CJA 1967 and Crim.PR 16 apply, nor is it an expert’s report to which the provisions of Crim. PR 19.4 apply, its purpose being to introduce any expert evidence contained therein as admitted fact. If this SFR contains expert opinion, it is a summary of that opinion served pursuant to Crim. PR 19.3(1)

SFRs assist courts to fulfil their duty to actively manage the case (Crim.PR 3.1) by ensuring that evidence is presented in the shortest and clearest way and by facilitating the early identification of the real issues. (Crim.PR 3.2). Each party must actively assist the court in fulfilling its duty (Crim.PR 3.3).



		Summary of Forensic Evidence: (e.g. this report relates to a match following searching the National DNA Database)



		Exhibit(s) Examined



		Results / Findings



		

		



		Evidence Type Supporting / Technical Information: (e.g. estimated probability of DNA match information)





		General evidence type technical information is available from the Forensic Service Provider



		Report provided by

		     

		Provider/Force/Unit

		       



		Role/Registration No: 

		       

		Date of


Report:

		       



		Important CPS:


Where real issue(s) are identified and if additional forensic work is necessary, please notify the agreed Force contact in writing, listing the issue(s) to be further addressed.




		Forensic Contact Details:

		        



		Police / Courts 

Further (evidence type)  will normally take XX working days to produce from receipt of request





		Streamlined Forensic (Evidence type) Report 

SFR Stage 1 Forensic Result

		Barcode

		



		STATUS OF (Evidence type) RELATED EXHIBITS 






		Relates to

		       

		Ref No:    

		       



		Location / Venue

		       

		Custody / URN

		       





		Date of Offence

		       

		Forensic Case Ref:

		       



		Crime No:

		       

		Forensic Lab Ref:

		       



		Examiner/Officer/


Scientist

		       

		Report No:

		       

		Other Ref: 

		       



		Additional information /  Evidence Type Technical Information: 

Please note these exhibits relate only to other XX exhibits submitted for examination at the same time as those shown in the SFR results and findings set out on Page 1


The prosecution will not ordinarily undertake further forensic analysis unless and until the exact issue that such analysis needs to address has been identified; and only if, in light of that issue, it is appropriate that the next stage of analysis should be undertaken by a prosecution rather than a defence expert. If appropriate a direction under Crim.PR 3.5(2)(h) as to the order in which the expert issues should be determined may be sought.



		Exhibits

		Status



		

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		

		



		NB - (person reporting) does not accept responsibility for the sensitivity or otherwise of this material.





PAGE  

OFFICIAL (when complete)
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Page
1  of  1 



		Streamlined Forensic Report (SFR)

		Barcode

		



		INITIAL FORENSIC INVESTIGATION / EXAMINATION REPORT 





		Relates to

		       

		Ref No:    

		       



		Location / Venue

		       

		URN No:

		       



		Date of Offence

		       

		Forensic Case Ref:

		       



		Crime No:

		       

		Forensic Lab Ref:

		       



		Examiner/Officer/


Scientist (delete as appropriate)

		       

		Report No:

		       

		Other Ref:

		       



		To the Investigator - NPCC CJ has approved the SFR process

The SFR process requires a proportional approach to crime investigation.  The forensic information contained in this report is based on the information provided at the time and initial findings and / or assessment of a crime scene and exhibit(s). It is provided to the police investigator to support a line of enquiry and / or establish if there is evidential value in proceeding with the forensic information. 


Should further forensic analysis or comparison be required in this case, the investigator must contact the relevant Force Forensic Department with their requirements in accordance with standard force operating procedures.  


 This forensic information is not intended as evidence



		(INSERT SUBJECT MATTER) REPORT



		Information / Initial Findings / Result /Strategy






		     





		Report provided by

		     

		Provider/Force/Unit

		       



		Signature 

		      

		Date of 


Report:

		       





PAGE  

OFFICIAL (when complete)
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MG 22(c) SFR – STAGE 2 FORENSIC ISSUES

[image: image1.emf]                      Page   1   of   2                                      Signature      ………………………………………………..          Date      ………………………..  


12 /201 5  


Streamlined Forensic   (E vidence type)  Report   SFR  Stage  2   -  Forensic  Issues  Barcode    Relates to                     Ref No:                           Location / Venue                     Custody / URN                      Date of Offence                     Forensic Case  Ref:                      Crime No:                     Forensic Lab  Ref:                      Examiner/Officer/   Scientist                     Report  No:                     Other Ref:                        Criminal Pro cedure Rules, r  16 . 2; C riminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9     Statement of:                      This report (consisting of                  pages   signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that,  if it is tendered in ev idence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated anything in it which I know to be false, or that  I do not believe to be true.   Insofar as this statement contains expert opinion evidence I believe that its contents also reflect my obligati ons to include any  relevant ma tter required by Crim. PR  19 .4.  I understand and expect that Crim. PR  19 .6ll apply, should another party disagree  with my conclusions.   FORENSIC RESPONSE TO PROSECUTION / DEFENCE SFR STAGE 1, ISSUES   1.  (state issue and respon d below)   2.  (state issue and respond below)   3.  (state issue and respond below)   4.  (state issue and respond below)   Qualifications ,  Experience  and relevant Accreditation                           Additional  Case information   (Explanatory Note: in completin g this section, the maker of the statement should include any relevant matter required  by Crim.PR. 19 .4(b) - (e)(h))                         Case issues / Stage 2 response   (Explanatory Note: In expressing any conclusions, the maker of the statement should (wh ere applicable) have regard  to the provisions of Crim.PR  19 .4 (f)(g)(i)(j) and Criminal Practice Direction 33A.5: Factors to be taken into account in  determining the reliability of Expert Evidence)                                      Role/ Registration  No:                    Provider/Force/Unit                           




 

The purpose of this form is:



For the relevant expert or forensic practitioner to respond to issue(s) raised by the defence



To provide the response in a Sect 9 format in order that it can be used in court



To assist with ensuring forensic issue(s) are effectively managed before trial







The relevant expert or forensic practitioner should provide their response to the issue(s) raised. Again this can be formatted to suit the case and evidence type. Multiple pages can be used if needed. Images and other data can be included suit the case.







Additional information provided by either the defence or CPS should be included where this is being considered for any further findings interpretation







The relevant expert or forensic practitioner will add the issue(s) as set out in writing by the defence and or CPS. These can be drawn from the National case Management Form, CPS memo or Defence Statement







Forensic Service Providers will tailor this field to suit the evidence type e.g. “Streamlined Forensic Drugs Report”







Mandated editable fields are in Blue text. Examples to guide authors are in Red text. 



Final versions should all be in Black text.












