
Procedure for submission of Counter Terrorism Command (SO15) non-
terrorism cases to CPS for a charging decision 
 
Custody cases 
 
CPS Direct 
 
1. All custody cases should be submitted to CPS Direct (CPSD) EXCEPT where the 

case fits the London Special Casework Unit (”SCU”) criteria or Organised Crime 
Division (OCD) criteria. 

 
London Special Casework Unit 
 
2. The SCU criteria are attached at Annex A and are indicative only. The case 

should be complex and/or require a reviewing lawyer to be vetted to Security 
Checked (SC) level in order to prosecute the case. Examples are where: 

 the Security Services have acted in support of police, or  

 children have been/are being taken to Syria, or  

 complex frauds.   
 
3. If a case comes within the SCU criteria and is required to be submitted during 

office hours (Monday to Friday between 9am and 4pm) the OIC should contact 
the duty prosecutor, via the SCU duty rota, a copy of which is kept at SO15 
reserve. 

 
4. The SCU has SC cleared reviewing lawyers and can and will deal with cases 

where there is a requirement for the reviewing lawyer to be SC cleared in order to 
prosecute the case. Cases requiring a Developed Vetted (DV) prosecutor to 
prosecute the case cannot currently be accepted by the SCU. If security 
clearance is an issue then please note that SCU currently have senior staff who 
are DV cleared, but while they may assist with the process of disclosure, they do 
not conduct reviews or prosecutions.  

 
5. London SCU only operates during office hours, so if a case is to be submitted 

outside office hours and/or SCU decline to accept the case then it will need to be 
referred to CPSD.  

 
Organised Crime Division (OCD) criteria 
 
6. A case should be submitted to OCD if the following four criteria are met:  

 

 The investigation of complex, organised crime  
  

An investigation by SO15 in which the criminality under investigation is complex, 
organised and has an impact or links at national or international level.  

 

 Risk to National Security. 
  
An investigation by SO15 in which intelligence indicates that the subject is a threat 
or has the potential to be a threat to National Security.   



  

 Substantial and specialist advice is required .  
  
An investigation by SO15, which due to its scale, complexity or links to other cases, 
requires substantial and specialist input from a lawyer to advise on matters such as 
the early consideration of complex asset recovery issues, or on the deployment of 
sensitive law enforcement techniques or the handling of highly sensitive third party 
material, or the international co-ordination and implementation of a case strategy 
across borders.  
 

 A DV cleared lawyer is required 
 
An investigation by SO15 that, due to its sensitivities, requires a DV lawyer to lead 
it.  
  
Or 
  
Where following consultation between the OCD Unit Head and an officer at least 
the rank of Detective Inspector from SO15, it is agreed that other unique factors 
relating to the SO15 investigation mean that the case should be referred to OCD. 
Other factors may include a link to an ongoing OCD case. 
 

 
 
Bail cases 
 
6. There are four routes to charging decisions in cases on bail: 
 

i. CPSD. Straightforward cases. Submit to CPSD  
 

ii. ABC charging.  More complex cases.  Request an appointment if the case 
fits the Area Based Charging (ABC) guidance, An appointment will be given 
for a date between 5 -20 days ahead. The Director’s charging guidance at 
paragraph 29 sets out when ABC applies.  It applies to serious and sensitive 
bail cases where the consultations will take substantially longer than 90 
minutes. 
 

iii. Special Casework Unit.  If the case fits the SCU criteria, submit to London 
SCU using the COPA system. Paragraphs 2-5 above apply to bail cases.  
Submissions other than for charging advice (all referrals which include early 
investigative advice, letters of request and European Arrest Warrants) should 
also be made through COPA and not by email. 
 

iv. A case should be submitted to OCD if the four criteria as set out above are 
met.  

 
 
 


