ANNEX E


PRE-TRIAL WITNESS INTERVIEWS
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Prosecutor consults the Senior Investigating Officer and, where instructed, Counsel 





Are there any objections to an interview taking place? 





Prosecutor and SIO to discuss:�(a) method of approach to witness;�(b) likely date(s) for, and location of, interview�(c) use of intermediary / interpreter �(d) role of supporter for the witness  �(e) attendance of police officer at interview 





Police or prosecutor to arrange interview 





Police, prosecutor or Witness Care Unit to arrange interview 





Prosecutor considers that a PTWI is necessary 





Issues to be discussed with DCP / CCP 





1 CPS / WCU must use the preferred method of contact for the witness.�2 Where, on initial contact, the witness is reluctant or refuses to attend for interview the prosecutor should personally contact the witness.�3 The prosecutor should advise the WCU of any "witness care" issues raised at interview.�4 The Defence will be notified in all cases in which a witness has been invited for interview; where an interview has taken place; and where the offer of an interview has been declined. �5 The purpose of, and the arrangements for, the interview, including any travel or child care arrangements must be fully explained to the witness. The witness must agree to the interview being recorded [the agreement will be recorded on tape as part of the introduction to the interview.] 
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