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Disclosure Ref: 20 sent 16/10
                                     Freedom of Information Act 2000 Request


      Racial/indecent chanting statistics under the Football (Offences) Act 1991 

Request

Could you please let me know the total number of CPS cases (the number of convictions and the number of unsuccessful prosecutions) brought for the offence of indecent or racialist chanting under section 3 of the Football (Offences) Act 1991 in every year from 1991 to 2017? If possible, please specify the nature of the chanting for which each prosecution was brought, e.g. anti-black, anti-Pakistani, anti-Semitic etc. 

Response
Please refer to the attached table and accompanying caveats which show by financial year, the number of offences, charged by way of s3 of the Football (Offences) Act 1991, in which a prosecution commenced from 2004 to 2017. CPS data records pre 2004 were only held in aggregated form and could not therefore be broken down separately.
The 226 offences correlate to 186 separate case files which are broken down as follows;
167 case files were destroyed in line with our retention policy; https://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/rmmversion2.pdf
4 cases were unsuccessful, 14 cases resulted in convictions and in 1 case the details are unknown.
Of the 14 convicted cases the nature of the chanting involved was as follows: 

9 were anti-black, 3 were anti-Pakistani, 1 was homophobic and the remaining case was not race specific
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