
Annex 1: INSTRUCTING TRIAL ADVOCATES – DECISION TREE 
 

A trial advocate is counsel actively involved in the preparation and presentation of the case to the jury.  
A Disclosure Junior or Noting Junior is not treated as a trial advocate. 

 
 

Is the combination of the number of 
defendants separately represented in 
one trial and the volume of the served 
prosecution case sufficient to warrant 2 
trial advocates?  
 
For example,  
 6 or more defendants 
 90 witnesses  
 2,500 pages of evidence 

NO

Does the case involve substantial novel 
or complex issues of law or fact which 
could not be adequately prepared and 
presented by a single trial advocate? 

NO

Irrespective of the offence type, does the 
case feature substantial complicating 
factors of gravity, sensitivity, complexity 
or responsibility which could not be 
adequately prepared and presented 
other than by Queen’s Counsel? 

YES 

YES 

Irrespective of the offence type, does the 
case feature substantial complicating 
factors of gravity, sensitivity, complexity 
or responsibility which could not be 
adequately prepared and presented 
other than by Queen’s Counsel? 

NO YES NO YES 
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