A consultation on the CPS Policy on prosecuting criminal cases involving people with mental health problems and/or learning disabilities as victims and witnesses
Consultation Questions Response Sheet

Please use this response sheet to answer the questions for the consultation. This document is also available online, at the CPS website: www.cps.gov.uk/consultations Use a separate sheet for further comment if required.

The deadline for replies is 1st March 2009.

When completed, please return your reply by post to:

CPS MH and LD Policy

Crown Prosecution Service

Policy Directorate

50 Ludgate Hill

London EC4M 7EX

Or send via email to: mhandldpolicy.consultation@cps.gsi.gov.uk 
Please include below your contact details (name, organisation (where applicable), postal address, email address, phone)

Remember to let us know about any confidentiality or disclaimer issues you may have

Questions

QUESTION 1a - Is the terminology used broad enough and/or acceptable?

1b - Would the policy benefit from a more lengthy discussion of the different types of 'mental ill-health' and 'learning disabilities' as can be found, for example, in the Judicial Studies Board 'Equal Treatment Bench Book' or 'Achieving Best Evidence in Criminal Proceedings' ?(See Annexes B and C).

1c - Are there other definitions which are more widely used?
QUESTION 2a – Are the reasons why we are publishing this policy statement clear?

2b - Is it clear what the policy statement intends to cover?

2c - Are there any key issues missing?
QUESTION 3a – Are the explanations about the role of the CPS and the Code for Crown Prosecutors clear?

3b - Is more or less detail required?
QUESTION 4a – What sort of information should prosecutors have in order to be able to assess reliability and credibility effectively and objectively?

4b - Who are the best people to ask about appropriate support for the victim or witness?

4c - How much of this should be the responsibility of the prosecutor?

4d - Would it be practical/feasible to develop a workable aide-memoire to assist prosecutors in knowing who to ask for 'sufficient' information?
QUESTION 5 - Is this information about support for victim and witnesses clear and in the right amount of detail?
QUESTION 6a - Is the information about section 146 of the CJA sufficiently clear and helpful?

6b - Does it appear at the right place in the document?
QUESTION 7 - Is the information about sentencing clear and in the right amount of detail?
QUESTION 8 – Do you think that implementation of this policy will assist people with mental health problems/learning disabilities?

QUESTION 9 – Do you have any other comments that you wish to add?
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