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Introduction to this Easy Read Document

This document is the easy read version of some draft
guidelines.

The draft guidelines are written by the
Director of Public Prosecutions.

They are to help the Crown Prosecution
Service decide if a case of assisted suicide
should go to court.

The guidelines are draft at the moment. The
Director of Public Prosecutions is asking members
of the public what they think.

There is information at the end of this document
about how to send your views about the guidelines
to the Director of Public Prosecutions.

This document uses easy English and pictures to
tell you what is written in the guidelines.

This document is not a summary. It tells you exactly
what is in the guidelines. The sections have the
same numbers as the draft guidelines.




Introduction to some of the words and pictures

Some of the words and ideas in the guidelines are
difficult. Here you can find a list of the most important
words and the pictures that go with them.

-

Important words and
what they mean

The pictures used for
these words

Suicide
This means killing yourself

In this document we call someone
who commits suicide ‘the person
who kills themselves’.

The guidelines also cover people
who try to kill themselves but it
doesn’t work.

Assisted suicide
This means helping someone to
kill themselves

In this document we say ‘the
person who helps someone Kill
themselves'.

It is a crime to help someone Kill
themselves, even if they don't
actually die or they change their
mind.




Crime

This means doing something that
is against the law. You can be
arrested by the police for this

Murder or Manslaughter
This means killing someone

The Police

The job of the police is to catch
people who do crimes and get all
the evidence about the crime.

Proof that a crime has
happened

This means all the information
needed to show that someone did
a crime. It is the job of the police
to search for all this information. It
is also called ‘evidence’.




Public interest

‘Public interest’ means that the
crime is important to people and
society. People generally would
want that case to go to court.

The Crown Prosecution Service
takes cases to court if there is
proof that a crime has been
committed and it is ‘in the public
interest’ that the case is heard in
front of a jury.

Taking a case to court

This means someone being
charged for doing a crime and
their case going to a trial in court.
This is also called ‘prosecuting’ a
crime.

Director of Public Prosecutions
The Director of Public
Prosecutions is the head person in
the country who decides if cases
should go to court.

The Crown Prosecution Service
is the organisation that deals with
criminal cases after the police
have got the evidence and before
the trial starts.




These guidelines

The draft guidelines tell people
what the Director of Public
Prosecutions will think about when
he decides if someone should go
to court for helping a person die.

Mental capacity

This means being able to
understand and weigh up the
information needed to make your
own decision about something, in
this case deciding you want to die.
There are guidelines about mental
capacity in the Mental Capacity
Act 2005.

Al I

Mental illness, learning
disability, disability, long-term
iliness

The guidelines suggest there are
some life-long or long-term
conditions that might be a reason
why someone wants to Kill
themselves.

The next sections cover the information in the draft guidelines.




INTRODUCTION

It is a crime to help someone kill themselves
or try to kill themselves.

You can be charged with murder or
manslaughter if you try to help someone Kill
themselves.

But the case will only go to court if the Director of
Public Prosecutions says so.

The law about helping someone to kill
themselves is made by Parliament.

i

Only Parliament can change the law.

Helping someone to kill themselves is a crime and the
Director of Public Prosecutions can’t guarantee that you
won'’t be taken to court on a charge of murder.

The Crown Prosecution Service does not take all &T&
cases of crime to court.

CPS
There is guidance about which cases will be taken to court.
The crime of helping someone to kill themselves is q

covered by these general guidelines. But the Director of
Public Prosecutions has decided we need some extra
guidelines when the crime is about helping someone Kkill ¢

themselves. b




The guidelines use th
means the person who wants to kill
themselves.

Some people don’t think this person is a
‘victim’ and so they don’t think this word
should be used. But the Crown Prosecution
Service thinks it is the best word because a
crime has been committed when there is
assisted suicide.

The guidelines cover people in England and
Wales who help someone get ready to kill
themselves.

This is the case even if the person actually kills
themselves in another country.



FINDING OUT WHAT HAS HAPPENED

It is the police’s job t’& nd

when someone kills themselves. ;’ y

The police should talk to people at the Crown a‘l‘&
Prosecution Service to make sure that the
investigation is done right. CPS

The Crown Prosecution Service will only decide
about taking a case to court after the police have
got all the facts.




GENERAL RULES FOR DECIDING IF
ANY CASE SHOULD GO TO COURT

The Crown Prosecution Service decides
to take a case to court or not. It looks at
the general guidelines to help make a
decision.

These guidelines say a case should go to court if:

a) There is enough proof that a crime has ’@

been committed. ;f : e
and

b) It is in the public interest to go ahead with a
trial. This means it is a case that is important for
the public.

The Director of Public Prosecutions will look at
cases of assisted suicide in the same way.




GETTING PROOF THAT ASSISTED
SUICIDE HAS HAPPENED

10.

11.

A person commits a crime if
they help someone Kkill
themselves or try to kill
themselves.

This ‘help’ can mean:
e actually helping someone kill themselves
e or giving advice about how to kill yourself

e or getting the drugs or equipment someone
needs to kill themselves.

To show that a crime has been @
committed, there must be proof that bl
someone killed themselves (or tried to)

and proof that the other person helped e

them.

There must be proof that the person
helping really meant to help and
knew their help might mean
someone would kill themselves.




12.

13.

Suicide means Kkilling yourself. It is
still a crime of murder or
manslaughter to help someone kill or
try to kill themselves.

Even if someone really, really wants to Kkill
themselves and asks for help, it doesn’t give the
other person the right to help if they are asleep or
unconscious.

It is also a crime to try to help someone Kkill
themselves, even if the person does not
actually do it in the end.

The proof about this will depend on each
individual case or situation.




GENERAL RULES FOR DECIDING
WHETHER TO TAKE A CASE OF
ASSISTED SUICIDE TO COURT

14. The Crown Prosecution Service has to think
whether it is in the public interest to take a
case to court.

It can use the general guidelines and the guidelines
on assisted suicide to help it decide.

15. The Crown Prosecution Service will look at each
case by itself. It will look at all the reasons why
it is in the public interest for a case to go to
court and all the reason. .%y
make a decision based on all the information.

Some reasons for or against a trial are more F
important than others. There might be lots of 5
reasons on one side and only one reason on the

other side but the one reason is more important =& %
than all the others put together.

16. Some reasons say a trial should go
ahead and some reasons say a trial
should not go ahead.

Other reasons could work for or against a
trial, depending on the details of each case.



17. Sometimes, the only information about the
person who has killed themselves comes
from the person who helped.

In this case, the police and the Crown Prosecution
Service must do everything they can to find other
sorts of proof that the person really did want to Kill
themselves and that the story of the person who
helped is true.

18. After looking at everything, the Crown ﬁ
Prosecution Service may still not be sure if ,:‘ &
the person who helped is telling the truth. P E b
In this case, the Crown Prosecution Service "
must decide there is not enough proof to f

support one of the reasons for or against
taking the case to court. -l =



DECIDING IT IS IN THE PUBLIC
INTEREST TO GO TO COURT

19. The reasons why it is in the public
interest to take someone to court are:

(2) The person who
decision for themselves (did not have the
“ment al capacity’

mental ililness or learning dlsablllty

onth
(3) The person who died. #m&m t h
wish to die that they said or showed over a E HEE
long time. ,:‘; _': ;: g j? 2

The wish to die must not be very new.

The person who died must not have a history of changing their
mind about things.

(4) The personwhodi ed di dn’t sa:
that they really did want to kill themselves.




(5) The person who
help from the other person.

Or it wasn’t their idea to ask for help.

(6) The person who d-i ed

long or long-term condition:

¢ an illness that was going to kill them

e oOr a very serious disability that was never
going to get better

e Or a very serious health problem that was
getting worse and worse.

(7) The person who hel ped
totally out of love and concern for the person >
who died.

/

WS
For example, they helped because they (or [“t\\ '
a&&n_

someone they knew) would be better off if the
person was dead.

(8) The person who helped put pressure on the
person who died to kill themselves.

Or they had bad reasons for putting pressure on
someone to kill themselves.

Or they didn’t stop other people from putting

pressure on the person who killed themselves.

(9) The person who killed themselves could
have done it all themselves.




(10) The person who
husband, wife, partner, close relative or
close friend of the person who died.

(11) The person who hel
person who died.

For example, they gave information about how
to kill yourself by the internet or in a book.

(12) The person who helped was helping
more than one person
other.

(13) The person who helped was paid for
their help by the person who died or
someone close to them.

(14) The person who helped was a paid carer
in a care or nursing home.

(15) The person who helped knew
someone wanted to kill themselves in a
public place where other members of the
public might see what happened.




(16) The person who helped belonged to an
organisation or group which runs places
where people can kill themselves, whether
this is paid for or not.

A .« for taking a case to court.

T

Q" Question 1 asks your views about these reasons

y ‘? Question 2 asks if there are other reasons for
Wi |« taking a case to court.

20. In most cases, the reasons with
number 1 to 8 listed above are
more important in deciding if it is
in the public interest to go ahead
with a trial.

-




=19 Question 3 asks if you think the top 8 reasons
X4 " _ are more important than the others in deciding
\i- , = \whether to take a case to court.

P Question 4 asks if there are other important
,q- reasons for taking a case to court.




DECIDING IT IS NOT IN THE PUBLIC
INTEREST TO GO TO COURT

21.

The reasons why it might not be in the
public interest to take someone to court
are:

(1) The person who died had a clear wish | mor™
to die which didn’t chafge

(2) The person who died showed very clearly
that they wanted to kill themselves.

The person who helped them had no doubt this
was their wish.

(3) The person who died directly asked the
person who helped for their help and it was
their own idea to ask.

(4) The person who died had a life-long or

long-term condition:

¢ an illness that was going to kill them

e Or a very serious disability that was never
going to get better

e Or a very serious health problem that was
getting worse and worse.




(5) The person who helped did so totally out
of love and concern for the person who died.

(6) The person who helped was a husband,
wife, partner, close relation or close friend
of the person who died.

The person who helped had a loving
relationship with the person who died over a
long period of time.

(7) The person who helped only gave a small
amount of help.

Or the help given was a legal, normal part of
someone’s job.

(8) The person who died
all for themselves.

(9) The person who helped tried to stop the "‘
person from wanting to die. ¢ N

(10) The person who died had looked at all
the options for treatment and care for their
condition or situation.




(11) The person who died had tried to kill
themselves before and was very likely to try
again.

(12) The person who helped did not want the
person to die.

They only helped because the person who died
really, really wanted to kill themselves.

(13) The person who helped gave police all
the help they needed to find out what
happened.

_f Q’ Question 5 asks for your views about these
Y« reasons not to take a case to court.

Q"-’ Question 6 asks if there are other reasons for
%|. ' & nottaking a case to court.

T

22. In most cases, the reasons with
numbers 1 to 7 listed above are
more important in deciding not to
go ahead with a trial.




\i' a case to court.

Q‘? Question 7 asks if you agree or not that reasons
_ 1 to 7 are more important in deciding not to take

! Q" Question 8 asks if you think there are other

%4  court.

« important reasons for not taking a case to

23.

24,

The proof about all of this must show that f{wﬁﬁ
the reasons happened close in time to the 4\‘2 13’
suicide and were part of the suicide. '/T

This is very important if there are a number of i

actions that lead up to the suicide.

There might be other reasons not listed here.

Each case must be looked at by itself to work out
the facts and reasons for that particular case.



HOW CASES OF ASSISTED SUICIDE
SHOULD BE DEALT WITH

25. These cases are dealt with by the Special Crime
Division of the Crown Prosecution Service.

The Head of the Special Crime Division should talk C PS
directly to the Director of Public Prosecutions about
the cases.

26. Other people in the Crown Prosecution
Service dealing with these cases should
talk to the Head of the Special Crime
Division.

27. These guidelines should be used for all cases
happening now and in the future.

The guidelines will be looked at again after this
public consultation ends.

47 Question 9 asks if you have any other thoughts

%1: L« orideas about this topic.
i

THIS IS THE END OF THE DRAFT GUIDELINES



CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

The Director of Public Prosecutions & | &

wants to know what you think about
these draft guidelines. C PS

This is the section for you to say what you think.

There are 9 questions in this section.

20,
Questions 1, 2, 3 and 4 are about the X ia ~
reasons why a case of assisted suicide € >~
should go to court. —
Questions 5, 6, 7 and 8 are about the Q'?
reasons why a case of assisted suicide | 5
should not go to court. b Y

Question 9 is a space for anything else "«
you want to say.



First, please fill in this box
with information about
yourself:

Mr/ Mrs/ Ms/ Other

Your first name

Your family name

Your organisation

Your address for post

Your telephone
number

Your email address




QUESTION 1 IS ABOUT TAKING CASES TO
COURT

4?7 Question 1 asks your views about the reasons

%) « for taking a case to court.

$
| =

How to answer this question:

The table below lists all the reasons why the Crown
Prosecution Service will take a case of assisted suicide
to court.

Please look at each reason and say if you agree or not
that this reason means a case should go to court.

If you agree, put a Y’ for ‘yes’ in the empty box next to that reason.

If you disagree, put a ‘N’ for ‘no’ in the empty box next to that
reason.

REASONS TO TAKE A CASE TO COURT Y/N

(1)

The person who died is under 18 years old.

(2)

The person who died couldn’t
make this decision for themselves
(did not have the ‘mental
capacity’) because they had a
mental iliness or learning disability.




(3)

The person who died didn’t mont™ -
have a clear wish to die that '+ ™",
they said or showed over a

long time.

(4)

The person who died didn’t say very
clearly that they really did want to Kill
themselves.

(5)

The person who died didn’t directly ask
for help from the other person.

(6)

The person who died didn’t have a

life-long or long-term condition:

¢ an illness that was going to Kill
them

e Or a very serious disability that
was never going to get better

e Or a very serious health problem that was getting
worse and worse.

(7)

The person who helped wasn’'t doing (&
it totally out of love and concern for ,: \ ¢
the person who died. BN

(8)

The person who helped put pressure on
the person who died to kill themselves.




(9)

The person who killed themselves
could have done it all themselves.

(10)

The person who helped wasn't a
husband, wife, partner, close
relative or close personal friend of
the person who died.

(11)

The person who helped didn’'t know
the person who died.

(12)

The person who helped was helping
more than one person who did not know
each other.

(13)

The person who helped was paid to
do so by the person who died or
someone close to them.

(14)

The person who helped was a paid
carer in a care or nursing home.

(15)

The person who helped knew
someone wanted to kill themselves in
a public place where other members
of the public might see what
happened.




(16)

The person who helped belonged to an
organisation or group which runs places
where people can kill themselves,
whether this is paid for or not.




QUESTION 2 IS ABOUT OTHER REASONS FOR
TAKING A CASE TO COURT

y ‘? Question 2 asks if there are other reasons for
%wi: " « taking a case to court.

Please write here any more reasons why you
think a case should be taken to court




QUESTION 3 IS ABOUT THE MOST IMPORTANT

REASONS FOR TAKING A CASE TO COURT

Q'p Question 3 asks if you think the top 8 reasons
% | 'w., are more important than the others in deciding

A =
‘l whether to take a case to court.

| =

How to answer this question:

The table below lists the top 8 reasons why the Crown
Prosecution Service will take a case of assisted
suicide to court.

Please look at each reason and say if you agree or not that this
reason is very important for taking a case to court.

If you agree, put a Y’ for ‘yes’ in the empty box next to that reason.

Ifyou disagree, put a ONO6 for O6nob
that reason.

REASONS TO TAKE A CASE TO COURT Y/N

(1)

The person who died is under 18 years old.

(2)

The person who died couldn’t
make this decision for themselves
(did not have the ‘mental
capacity’) because they had a
mental iliness or learning disability.




(3)

The person who died didn’t have a month |
clear wish to die that they said or e T
showed over a long time.

(4)

The person who died didn’t say very
clearly that they really did want to Kill
themselves.

(5)

The person who died didn’t directly ask
for help from the other person.

(6)

The person who died didn’t have a

life-long or long-term condition:

¢ an illness that was going to Kill
them

e Or a very serious disability that
was never going to get better

e Or a very serious health problem that was getting
worse and worse.

(7)

The person who helped wasn’t doing
it totally out of love and concern for ,:
the person who died. L

N\

SHLES

(8)

The person who helped put pressure on
the person who died to kill themselves.




QUESTION 4 IS ABOUT OTHER IMPORTANT
REASONS FOR TAKING A CASE TO COURT

2 Question 4 asks if there are other important
X q reasons for taking a case to court.
ol il

Please write here any more important
reasons why you think a case should be

taken to court




QUESTION 5 IS ABOUT NOT TAKING CASES TO
COURT

Q':’ Question 5 asks for your views about the

%} «% reasons why a case should not be taken to
|
B court

How to answer this question:

The table below lists all the reasons why the Crown Prosecution
Service may not take a case of assisted suicide to court.

Please look at each reason and say if you agree or not that this
reason means a case should not go to court.

If you agree, put a Y’ for ‘yes’ in the empty box next to that reason.

| f you disagree, put a ONO6 f or
that reason.

REASONS A CASE SHOULD NOT GO TO COURT | Y/N
month -
(1) | The person who died hada """
clear wish to die which Ziialni
didn’t change over time.
(2) | The person who died showed very B.
clearly that they wanted to Kill
themselves. &




(3)

The person who died directly asked the
person who helped for their help and it
was their own idea to ask.

(4)

The person who died had a life-long

or long-term condition:

¢ an illness that was going to Kill
them

e Or a very serious disability that was never going to
get better

e or a very serious health problem that was getting
worse and worse.

(5)

The person who helped did so totally
out of love and concern for the person
who died.

(6)

The person who helped was a
husband, wife, partner, close
relation or close friend of the
person who died and had a loving
relationship with them over a long period of time.

(7)

The person who helped only gave a
small amount of help.

(8)

The person who died could have done it
all for themselves.




(9)

The person who helped tried to stop
the person from wanting to die.

(10)

The person who died had looked at
all the possible options for treatment | ‘ﬁj
and care for their condition or ol

situation.

(11)

The person who died had tried to Kill
themselves before and was very likely to
try again.

(12)

The person who helped did not want (ol

the person to die. A \ "
f i |
N
LA

(13)

The person who helped gave the police all ,‘@T
the help they needed to find out what had o
happened. g




QUESTION 6 IS ABOUT OTHER REASONS FOR
NOT TAKING A CASE TO COURT

Q'-’ Question 6 asks if there are other reasons for
\ « hot taking a case to court.

Please write here any more reasons why you
think a case should not go to court




QUESTION 7 IS ABOUT THE MOST IMPORTANT

REASONS FOR NOT TAKING A CASE TO COURT

? Question 7 asks if you agree or not that reasons
A P 1 to 7 are more important in deciding not to take

a case to court

How to answer this question:

The table below lists the top 7 reasons why the Crown
Prosecution Service may not take a case of assisted
suicide to court.

Please look at each reason and say if you agree or not that this
reason is very important for not taking a case to court.

If you agree, put a Y’ for ‘yes’ in the empty box next to that reason.

| f you disagree, put a ONOG for o&n
that reason.

REASONS A CASE SHOULD NOT GO TO COURT |Y/N

(1)

Mon‘l‘h

(2)

The person who died hada - M"““’ o
clear wish to die which ZiaaIns

didn’t change over time. A

The person who died showed very

clearly that they wanted to Kill 5 |

themselves. &




(3)

The person who died directly asked the
person who helped for their help and it
was their own idea to ask.

(4)

The person who died had a life-long

or long-term condition:

¢ an illness that was going to Kill
them

e Or a very serious disability that was never going to
get better

e or a very serious health problem that was getting
worse and worse.

(5)

The person who helped did so totally
out of love and concern for the person
who died.

(6)

The person who helped was a
husband, wife, partner, close
relation or close friend of the
person who died and had a loving
relationship with them over a long period of time.

(7)

The person who helped only gave a
small amount of help.




QUESTION 8 IS ABOUT OTHER IMPORTANT
REASONS FOR NOT TAKING A CASE TO COURT

Ay ?  Question 8 asks if you think there are other
%1 L important reasons for not taking a case to
| court.

Please write here any more important
reasons why you think a case should not go
to court




QUESTION 9 IS ABOUT ANY OTHER IDEAS OR
COMMENTS YOU HAVE ABOUT THESE
GUIDELINES

! Q’ Question 9 asks if you have any other ideas or
%) .« thoughts about this topic.

Please write here about any other ideas or
comments you have about the guidelines




